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How Much Sway Does Our Language Have over Our Thinking?

Manvir Singh' Ding Jianxin® Wan Jiang® Zhu Xingyu® Jiang Meifan’ Chen Yongjun®

[ Abstract ] Against the backdrop of long-standing academic debates on whether language
shapes thought, Manvir Singh examines the influence and controversies surrounding English as a
global language, using the phenomenon of Dalits in India creating a “Goddess of English” to seek
social empowerment as an entry point. He traces the evolution of this discourse from Benjamin
Lee Whorf’s contentious hypothesis to contemporary ‘“Neo-Whorfianism,” citing cross-cultural
psychological experiments on color discrimination, temporal metaphors, and olfactory lexicon.
Singh argues that language subtly guides—rather than rigidly constrains—cognition, much like
a breeze shaping its path. He ultimately contends that although the global expansion of English
raises concerns about cultural homogenization, its localized adaptations worldwide demonstrate
that the relationship between language and cognition is dynamic and mutually constitutive, rather
than unilaterally dominant. Language influences the frameworks through which we understand the
world, while speakers continually reshape language itself.

[ Keywords ] Linguistic Relativity; Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis; Linguistic Influence on
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2010 4F, — %5 2y R 9 7 HR BT 2o i 7e EDRE AL 7 FR 0 — AT HESE A iR R S
T4 B R A v i PGSR AN R] . b B MEVLRE (Durga ) BYAESEZbEN, WA HHERL
(Lakshmi ) BB, T2 KEUTE0R, Sr4El A e R r KA e BEBAT S0 -,
WA REG, MR fE—a 6 XMz b A TR SIEE KT, mE—HFE
3, R PEEIERE— KRR PSR AR, a4 T s 2% - 1848
(Angrezi Devi) , JEREELCH, LREIERAFIRRN, B RATHfl#”  (untouchables )
M

Wby . EABRFREAMEZR B SR - BF - E457E ( Chandra Bhan Prasad ) F#K:
LR L] DOR T AR A, LA T LSBT AR R . 7 A S
IRFPRE AR SR BEIR . DR i SR R A MEE 2 001 KT BT /K Al g 7
b BT, PSR T IR A R AMETE 23 HO 7R 32 p A 37 BB 55 T 7 A
b —ZTCMIEH , BT TR ZHIES, RBESERA BB AR AR B 2l 2
DA N A o I A I B i I 2 A, B ) AR SO AT 9, S IE . 2 S
E R TESA EA S DOR R R EARIZ S,

AT . fliit, 2EKAA 15 ANSUidal, AL A NTHa —1, 4
TR AN EAE ) 2 e S o IEWN% 22350 - 5% 55)¢ ( Rosemary Salomone )
1E (HEBERURE . RPRENA SIS (4HE) ) ( The Rise of English: Global Politics
and the Power of Language, Oxford ) T H, JOBEAEKAE . Jb2y. 54 SURINCE b=
AEIEGHAL, $oEh “SRREERMEMNES" o W, FEMERIES -, %
EREE ORI . SRBARRR IR SRR AL RETIR, (EANAHESh HAL 3 (1 I 2 2 1Y
I, PHRSERRZA Gl o ABREE N AN TERE SR IGE LU B B R g pL
B PGSEIERR],  HhE RS T %R R E G S Y, a2 RS
FHSETHRER, AR E R ol I a4, BUATEER 7 2 W3 A S 7

JEE Y K B IRMTAR T | K T AR ISR . SRR ik e BRI 5 e — HOCTE S
JE AR R P A AR A EOR S5EER R Bk BN, BEJLH AR IR A A HUAT 9L
BIERON 2 5 IR (LASR R ) b S AX — R 1971 48, B E
BGETTIA - ZE L (Georges Pompidou ) & H1E G “WURFEE SIBR Fk, EIEAHZ
LA TARE S, AR A2 BB . 7 (Europe would never be totally
European ) TEX T2 2 J5 19 2018 4F, EE QSR G A RIK - B e ( Emmanuel
Macron ) WEFRIETELEA G LR AT B EIMAL” |, PRI E “BERHNE 51
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R

SRR b, SRR S TR SO B i R T R TR PR E R R T
BB IETT IS 7 — R . AR AT REAYIAN AL (prospect of cognitive hegemony ) .
MATINR, 8 S TR Tt S A BN [ B AT . MR S P 5 Sefb =z )
MER R, EX SRR L VE TR, AT ARG g — b 3200 % W7 i B S5 IAHIHE SR ( arbitrary
construction of reality ) .

AT KX LR I ()RR 2 AR, AR . DI R B, A s E B2
A RIS SR, SR EREEAR B F BT AR AR CEE R R A
Pk 0, DSGE . dEiE, BNEIE. 8, TR, K ARIEEMAFIREA . 7EXFE
BT, kR ES TR HHE A5 7w, e AR
W - B - $RRF (Ngiigi wa Thiong’o ), TIA i A et J& 96 56 SCAL T AL [ S Ao
S —Fds . 2001 4, FRAEERESHREIRR - M) (Pierre Bourdieu ) 4 T —F
WAEFEMDR G, fib & kRSB 2 AT REAE M AR IR, AR A O B kS
BBAb? AgOXFE SR 7 X AR R A A TE

ATV, 0T g, WEREAVRIR, IR T —HEM T a4, IR
RO FIEAETTA RS . HIEEMRRENRER, —FiEFES A5 BA @
A AR SNV TEASR— A, Sl e P i s Bt JE v 7 $ide
THMAZEIHE, SRR A ik 32 50, M EUR A 3 S g2

A, RSk R, FRATAEAE S BB A R B - 2% - IRJK K (Benjamin Lee
Whorf) o flJ&—44 K IARRSIHIIE, HI7E 20 tH42 30 ARARAEHS & K= DB H %, Elid
I, ARRGR TIEZIAR], WIRAZ 5%, — DT, 47 E SO & R AR DG RS
R T, B — PR e SEPR T 2B A I A A B AR R — At . 5 —Trifl, X
PR TR B A e, LB FrEsReE s b, S B2 iy “thoR” .

RIRRAE— Ry (IR Y, 1T 5IEF MR ) (The Relation of Habitual
Thought and Behavior to Language ) W) 3CE IR T ABAWLS o AbX bb T 5B g i i
(Hopi) il FH# AyBFRIZRIE X, FESOBEMEAF IR, iRJE T nTorE; MirEE R
BRI, A S R (B DTRIRISRR AN ) o STk, fldh
BT 22 5 T RE S0P A BRG] T ARSI o B R, TR IR ISR B I 2438
., b N FEFRIEE S AT Z AAEAE “WBWROCE”  (mraceable affinities) , JFAR4 AT
s 251 . MR Eo, AR “BeRTREEARX R SCHE BRfitEm N .
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RS, XA A T ok, RIRKTTMNIR FREIE IS, RITE
F e B R AR . XFETE CIRIRRE LT RIRBAA TR s QRS
i & e WA AR I 2, IR I TE I R AR A SRR = = S Se BRI
IR 28 FH W A TOTR B2 Bk B R, e, ASUiE 2L, BRI Jovk
EREF Y, PITETCE I TV 2 A R LT 3

RIRREL—HAEZ IR, Hr, —Seif BBk I7 i SR B IRSE 0 A i sl PR A
A, DIEEINE R B 208 (Brother John ) Mfil, HHAE T+ % it gA7 o] B 2k
TERE. 1980 4E & HR1E (KNS5 ) (Brain and Language ) |H—TBF5E B, BME7EAD
REET R0, MR ZHH R ARSI AR TG . AT LIMER 2 TR, PUTERER
FRIYFES . A I 2 RRAS I Bl P 1 5 B

B NIRLE R B85 3C - 7 ( Steven Pinker ) XHR/RK BRI TIF 21T
b2 T —Lew W, FHUAT T 5 S e TRERLAL, eI A T 7E ik i B4 518
AR, DLRCR R B LB ARTE S L. 7ML 1994 SRR EAE (B HASHE )
( The Language Instinct) 1, {30458, INMIRIRK FEE “HHY, T2 177 o W
FRATIRT IR IR R (0938 R T o W o ) A 5 A R AR A0, X — P2 Y SR, S
FFE i R B R A DL B I 2 o IRIRR 2 SO I ——(H B JF R R SR

AA - ZEmYE (Julie Sedivy ) 1t (IEFF ZU#: MEIEFW—4) CEE. W7
HEe it iR ) (Linguaphile: A Life of Language Love, Farrar, Straus & Giroux ) 115
e CRTERAE A S AAMUE A O i E BRI T2, R R A2 ]
B, LRSS il RS0 AN (BRI 7 2 AR T Y I p B s s e, 7E
“TEFIREL” MIAREET R, R TR R R ORI Wi, f 5 R TSR AR . WS
JLREI R 1 A, RSO TR AN I BLE = 75 =0, ey by
TR IR F ORI R AR, (HRR A B AR R —FOr X, 58t
fro P, TEXAAh, ANMUARAZm R L, 7EE SR A S5 S n 5 o ik
B A SHUUX AR AR RRE Y, EIA N TR | SR
BOCFIREEUUR . ERE R, AN [E AR RS 5 B R [ R R DG, A
() 5 X DA AU 52 M0 288 BSOS [RI AR I ATE R e M AT b5 3E . RS
AEFR I G e A 7R S AL E R, BB, B B PME, BFImARE TR, 2R
LAR 2R M, 7

B FERE IR ZFE S RN, RESEAT HMR 22 I 5 RS, AL AT TR AR R AL
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MURTFE A HIRZIR B . AR SO ARG BT R A AT, M2 anERU, A
)7 R e ShFRAT], RS /EREDR? SRR SE TR AN DL, SERAIR/RRIRIR, I,
X WERERRAE IR FARUL” o A ABREIHFRIE “FHRRREL |, HiZfmAERZ
TRIT 55 RIRREL HHTPIE.

—SEHIR R R LW C R & M, 2007 4F, OISR I AR - 4EATF R
(Jonathan Winawer ) EHFIFR % 7 TS, SXIAFFAEE TR —MBEF L fEE
L, HH blue 3X—~ iR R i XA, SR A e A S 0 230 €8 3]V
TR ARFEREREA, Hh,  “rony6oi” XA [ THIRIGMKIE R, 1T “cnmmii”
W ZRR IR (0 SR, BRI (9 AHE DX 535 3 A TR I (9 3 5 (), i o
T GE TR

HAb S B IR 5 5 Z IR 225, B, REE X e (9
JH long Al short, i A5 H big Al small ) , LA ST A (F5E 9 B following
A, MPUEESEIE T “BAEAZ T KERRLFHRFR) o HOCHIFEEMIEL T X 2622 5 2
5 LIGAT S I RIAR I, . SR, P EIE T S FN ALK . 78 2014 4F H R
KRR FAB VRIS i BT W) ) ( The Language Hoax ) W, FHE HLAE KA 2435
Yy - H - 250 K4F (John H. McWhorter ) AN, X RAF57E RZHAE T, Frig s ik
22 SRV, VPR AZBEANTE. IFH, AR gk R 22 5, AR AT A2 B Fo0 28
SO IR AT S 301

VB 2 W N O FRE G AT - R3BTEHRF (Caleb Everett) 7EHZAE (TCHL
BIHES Y (MR ) (4 Myriad of Tongues, Harvard ) H, 751 7 S5l AR
HYZEIE o SR INE AR N ZE I A0 B 22 D U AL, PIET IR S B0 R 1T 5 BB R
B - RIBTFRRSESHER - RIBTERE (Daniel Everett) AR —#EH L, 5k
BN T 25 B - BRh TR R AR R IO A IR AE L P B ek iy, ZEEIBIE], At
(A RS AS 7 W by b AT S b b X, 55 Y Fe BN (Piraha ) JRRIZETS . BRI
N HIIE S ooy, o BoA TR R e miais, XRS5 = B4
R T IR I TR AT O, LA TE T RN 0 2R 7= A T — A R LA S K (1 vk J5
24
BRI R EERAIE TIBT Z A ANBEARRI 25, DLk 2 7 0] fE A 1Y
R S IR ROR BOR IR R BRI I], X e Ok, T Ak
REHbCRE o [E] 30 43 Ak 25 . BRAE RIS LANERS , (BHARVF 216 50 E . & B 5
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(Karitiana ) SEBR M EFE AAFFI i B —FE SEbiE =, B PIRIRZS : ReRmrFiar
KSR o0 55— Fb I By b i 35 TR T R 2, b 48 ] Tk & AR AE— A4S H 3
—AERTRIRIE . BPRE AR SR, LSBT TE SR ROk R A B I 2

TERTSETE T AT R A X —JEwGrh, 5 IR R 32 SCHEAR S 2 AMTTHISR 412U [a] f
Bomi o DETE ol P — B A 18] Ff BER BRAR T ], ARl 5 A ol 57 “ATH IR, R
KAE AT o WEHHIE (Aymara) 2RI IR, KO0 T BORSEE A RIRL
B NG AR o FIRE, SRt A B 2 (R SRk AR i 18], (H S fi 1) T e
MAEAHIC R . RS RET, nayra XA, B “RAE” | FHERRERTEIE N “&K
AER WLAYAR—4F" o dnt—ok, nlWLAYE KR T Uam F AT, A ] WA R R AE B e
Hileti Mo Ancha nayra pachana FREGE “RALTET" , KEBOTEN “TERATMRIZH —4>
W)™ o BFFEN AT TR BRI, AT T Bk s i 2 o e T34 sl i, Sk
FR W DA ANAERIEARIS 2w S 48, RIS L0 I ) fif s o ok A [R)— 3 R Pa e
TEAE I A S B AR S ) T3, X R IITE 5 2R MR Ui K I ] S 30 2 [ ) 75

TEIE IR E 0923 Lok A R I (X — B g b, S S i 25 A3 7 4 AR
PRI (Lisu) @AM, 26 G BRI FRIE B, b ITHEARAR A 7E A
CE e, M LR B AT, RIBERAFAINTIE I, LN 2R s M T A
i (Yupno) SR T —FiReiy =4EE LT 3. e LB HaR M rBES L, e A sh it
ANl — 2B 1 R . AR A L sy, T R AR T i . X
B R, HOC T A A4 R 2 i AR B R . TR T B T
I PR T il LU BKAGE 1] o BT, — BB A 50 O AR i R TCIs it SR g A
& S 11 5 e v O (W e 1 LT 7y 9 S 1 B e R 1| g W E NN
DUFARSE RN, A R B R - RELAA (Tupi - Kawahib ) BYIE 52BN 78
KB - RELAATE T, AR ] 5 25 [ Z [ A X R AR, AR HARIRZ I FI0RE, 2
MR . TG 8 AT B 10 L2523 RSk DI AR & . UATFE N S EOR B -
R PUA AT i HES P R R — AR A AT IR, BN BB A SR E
M X 2o NPTt P HES D720 REEBLGRI, IS AMUCE MR TR, EikhE
RSP R, S AATTREAR ] S5 SEA M A g T i SRS

BRI ERAEHZFAERYIE T — AT, GEF 0 B PR IS T 2=
IRFINRIZE S, 2 R f A IR 1 T REE OC T IRCE TN AR T . WU 2B KI LR AT
&, NIRRT AR R RE ) RAEA IR, o i R IR SR A M. AT
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EEME ARG (20, . B gEE (& AR mase) o [EAERZMUERT, FA1E
W N B B AR AR R Bh ik, Blan BRI MR SRIEA . SR, AFEEREIIA
FREE R BT - B (Asifa Majid ) Al SRR AE R 2= (15 5 F R E e R - fife s
(Niclas Burenhult) &M, SEPREHIFAEMIIL, MiTAB, 78Dk MAEE DT, —4
LAFFAERAE N A R BIE N (Jahai ) FB7HHA A Y 5 A0 R USRI B35 TR AN (R R
TEfRA ThRR, BORE T ipic —n), FTLUBS “ME. FK. R, TR AR UL
MSRENSIR” o cnes —IRIE AT “VRIM . KHZ5 . BRIESEOE . Bl . BLEGRREY TR b
B RAR . ZAEY . SRR o JEENIIR &I, fE)E (Fang) | EiA
i (Khmer) | #P0A IR (Swahili) FIEEJRFseil ( Zapotee ) 552 /0 40 FhHABIEF 1,
IR AEAE KR RBE TR

BORFBAENLSE [ 1) 3 Fak 5000 B XY . s R (R B A TR R i
— IS, RIS SR B A D U O U AR P L AR YR
PEASEAEN T R AR, BT RARW], A DR A X S SR T AR, (EL R LA
FLIEMERf MR L BRI S0k AR 28 B MSRIE RS BRI, 25 1 28 24 A ]
XTIk, B [ A BRI AR R AP AE S B, — ST (0 2 Pl ik YR A RS (]
Bl CRAMIEE 2IBEIRAE, R iR Big Red HEWEIAGE , SUZHABAHZSRLNY
PRI, FRIXE AU, AR A TR, KW, B Big Red D EHERYMIE . 7]
PASK 2158057 JIRE Big Red I, Big Red M. ~ SR, STMEIEMEFH#EAH L Z FHIBEE 4
Dy MR ek, AT A P R TR Rk, ELAA S A — R S EER)
IR 2 T AR KA T T, RV S M) 5 SR T3S TE A AR, TR TN AR
AP AEEIME R, HRU SR RE RS . AR R, ST SR K SR IR
e PR B AR T IR AR R A S . AHB, AR 2 BT H AR I TS W e FH 4l
ST SR AR 5328, A AT D BRSO R 1 SR AR RE T 4 M BT

WELBE Jy THI Y 4R 38 U B 5 A S (4 KRR 52 300 v ) — N 43, 12030 B (9 F 5 45 SR 1
BT 2 B N TR S IR 8 8 B2 AT D L 2RI IR, 1P 2
HHBBE AEAE— RN E 290 WSS RV E R R 25 2 BRI RN Y, iR 5 IR 5 Rk,
HUORERSERMMGE, 5 AR, Xk, DM R4 T e, JERA T —
FFR A T gmAnyE” BOfr bR, FHORAT BHE S 3 R E A S R . Mok A
115 5 REOR 00 B E 32 PR RS, B R A R Y ERRET, AR vh I — P A g i A
SEUEATHA, NIRRT AR m . B, ESE S AR AR o, il

1
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PREFHAR T IR IR 1% . ez, ISR ESRICTE I ik e d H i nywRiE, i)
AATREAR IS 25T | TUR B M, QU R R e mT A M o 5 T AT

L PR i P BRI T - Rh iz a0 A A MU S AT TSE, s R A
KRR Fil . WIS T3k - FE S R OAVECE LAY AT gt ik, St ek SepE A
— K A PR IR TERY, AR R ME—— Pl 7 o R o8 77 TR B g B m] e, A7 At
JE B RINART G PRI H o AP DUR I, P mi im0 35 22 e R AE e . s
BREE TR A (IR AR, TR, MRS ) SBENRAERE, BONKYE, 55 H
ZWZh /K1 (Dogul Dom ) FUIMZARYHT 4T ( Siwu ) 2 HAWE 5 0960 & W TELE RE7E 4
RIS AN — A S Ak, R 2R ERiE (Lao) | BUE (Farsi) | JURIHIE
( Yucatec ) HUETEAFAEAAHALTE T, PR AP ECE IR ) RIKM

BTN GUR FOC St | S9E AT R B TR AR, LR R RLE R (N
DUBFIBHAATE ) Z M0, MATEE] T RALSRBI A FTRERM IR . —H4FdT, ATk
G TRTCALTARSCE . A REREIESY T 10 4RI RIBFE ST, BRI e SO
AIIEJE STIFIRTETL o Jrok Sl A A 7 — RS8BT A M AR R I i
S FOM R DME, SRSV ROREIEAS o OANARACGR, B2 4 1 sl 1] A DX A ik 7
TERYTE FRHE, [BAEX B2 TE J I TR T & B, IR iR S AR 2 ANtk [RIAE,
DAL T AT WS P R G A AR o Sl e Ry (g - ) SRR P s
i, AHE SRR G — T A B, A M N2 35 RbHAt e 7 =X, Lt i) -
KB - RS BT - R SR - . B H - &5, BE - SRGRH AT T AR
BRI S AL, g () - “EaEmAT (EE) .

BRI IRARDS TX— RSB A B, X2k BTSN 13 5 22 R g s
] ARV AL SCRRAG B, 38 H BHA AR « B - Aifiifli (Damian E. Blasi ) 15
HEGEAN—E, BE5 T2 R B RN, ARSI, O HEE . A
BRI G LA SO 2R AR A AR S T B TR AT A TR
AR EFE J LA TR L AL, 5 22 M 2 3 i JC B2 i 2200 2091 - & W IR 4 (John
McWhorter ) BB TEULVF SRS 9, A 5 —3F 5 RHIE AR U o (B EanSEps v - A4
TRAERT SRR B SR B BOIREE , IEETCR N —, U R .

TRL R SETE LR ASR N IZAE 2010 4F 10 H 25 Hift, $& &/E— AR ALK S
ITRE A B, i ERERIE B2 A — B SRR 25 (R —RIFRIIm =,
U BUFELEE TR AR PRI, MR LR SUERR UL, AT R E
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R PEE L - FE R (Kumari Mayawati ) DROE . FPREECH A CREikfRE A, dp A
= BB A RS MR, R AR O TR AR A Y A . AR — (7 BRI 1% )
YE, IOHEECHFZ I ABK (R AR, RO AR X R R AR L o 2012 4F
MbESHR Y, R A M R RE R L H R, (IR, G T AR, ek
ZEL - P47 (Yogi Adityanath ) SHTAE SRR, flske B EDEE RS, JREDEEHIR
TG CERBAGE . X2, PEEEE MR LS B IBE T .

H 2014 4E4 (e 557 - 53 ( Narendra Modi ) SEAC LA, BN B Al A2 B JEE 1) AL
Bho BOMJERSWOS M F A =, MARED BT S A IR B i S A, 4R 1 0%
SCo AR H RS S KA G . ZICEREE, fth— EEC) PRED AR A HE A
EDEHINE R, 15S MDR MR A 0. SEE SRR BN [ 32 S it 25, AR
ZEERIERETENT, MEEE, X ARERN “KARZE”  (language of the masses ) , #¥
IS E B, AT A2 40% MENEE NS ULER R TE s # b — 2O &

DS RS2z} OB R VAR A R i v N CIB - NEME NSO B e O DU S (SRR (W E
—EOARISE BRI, BRI R 205 RISy, AT TS A — et 03 )
i, HARTESME, ARENEEZAMZN = —1K, BRI . dpaiEd Bt S80T . b
H I AT AULAR , SR AR AR AR, X AT AR, T e

ik, SCTEFNEGE SO IE FAF RS, ATELRE & ISR GA JIFEIRA K,
EIRARNEE IR 2 A RS . BV RIS 0T, FEAE S F= 9 28 iy
A UER IR FN . BRE Y BB AR 2 FHBEATHS ( FE A0 T am going to school every day, &l “3
BRE L ) s REFXNRETUE, S6FRME (K dog & Mo kil £
ER ) L DASCRR BRI R AN R & (K kick NiX“T) 5 Kindly do the needful and
prepone our meeting to tomorrow itself, na? (IS WAERI B AR, FRHNTE /8 A 8 X
b ) 7 AE SRR R —MER ;. e HaES i, sir Bl sahib C&A TAL, AHEEAAL
FEMAZE M . AEROKRREE T LML s B 2B T .

POFE F AR L FIN TR S, AR, BRSOk E (Malay) | Z8KIR IR
(Tamil ) . FEIREEEA HAEHEFELS, TR 7R Z U lah (b, 3§35 BRI
L, AR 5 L 0 3 AR T sk v LSRR . LARRT, BBC S iR ek
TSGR LR E, Al —C NDLPERETGE, e A LI w, E
THEFHFZANERT —FAFREIES . XA EIFBONEE, T8 0 Ui # i 75 oK
FISCALTE 5E, SEiB ks B B AR LGE AT REE, a5 Xn 5 (Jamaican patois )
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|
FIHT LN B B A B2 K3 (Tok Pisin) o REILT T, BOILANE T LR AR B 5 1Y
FREERENE T, A TR, FEREMET R, S8hE s 70% AR B2
WL, AR R, AT AL

AR BB, TSR ] R, T REp AR Rt 2R,
PG MR A RMAR S T o ARG T7 AT AR YT 5, IR AR ZANR . X Z ]
WA, IEREATEA BRI, TR AR Z A AR AR A — 37, XIERXTA
RS ELIE YR

(5i4: EAGZ)
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